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with the Constitution at any time, but if changes are to
be made, let the whole country participate, and let there be
deliberation and consultation and comparison of opinions.
I am apprehensive that we may be on the eve of great and
serious movements which are to affect our government
and institutions most deeply.

February 8, Friday. The Secretary' of the Treasury-
brought forward the question of the seizure of the R. R.
Cuyler, a steamer once owned by the Government, but
which had been sold to private parties after the close of the
War. Recently she has been contracted for by the Repub-
lic of Colombia, and was seized by our Government on the
eve of sailing. It seems by the contract she was to leave
under the American flag and that the transfer was to take
place at a Colombian port. The Colombian Minister, Sa-
langer, protests against the seizure and claims the transac-
tion to be legal and in good faith. Seward says the sale is
fictitious or a cover; that the vessel is to be converted into
a privateer, or passed over to the Peruvians; and that no
attention should be paid to Salanger, who is a weak man
and can be easily imposed upon. He, therefore, justifies the
seizure and proposes to turn the whole matter over to
the Attorney-General and the courts.

I remarked that I had given the question no study, but
from the statement of the Secretary of State I doubted the
propriety of these proceedings. If the Colombian Govern-
ment is not at war with any other power, she has an un-
doubted right to purchase; the acts of her representative,
or minister, are her acts. These interpositions to check
and embarrass the sale of vessels, on mere suspicion, would
injure an important branch of industry, and our mechan-
ical and business interests were already greatly depressed.
Under the circumstances, I thought the Colombian Min-
ister was to be respected and his Government must be
responsible for his acts.

Stanton desired me to repeat what I said in regard to